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Swachh Bharat Abhiyan - Are we really a cleaner India now ?

Manish Mehrotra (1988-1991)
Kavita Mehrotra (2005-2008)
(Alumni)

Commenced in the year 2014 by our honourable Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, with the slogan that jangled umpteen ears 'one step towards cleanliness', the mission
aimed at making the most diversified and culture brimmed country, rather cleaner, greener
and healthier by 2nd October, 2019.Rolling my eyes and looking at the surroundings, the
only question that pops up in my mind, with just a few months to Mahatma Gandhi's 150th
birth anniversary and after four long years of existence of this nation wide campaign, "are
we a cleaner India, are we a greener India?"From the top hills of Kashmir to the coast of
Kanyakumari, the second most populated Country in the world, born and bred the solitary
dream, of a country which is clean, where rivers and lakes are brimmed with fishes than
polythene, where roads have world winning street arts than pot holes and being surrounded
by dumping grounds, where each and every inhabitant of the Country has a washroom if
not a owned house.Is the bull's-eye of 'open- defecation free India' too hard to hit or have
we steadily paved our way through the unfathomable road to this milestone ? Let’s brush
up on how far we've come and how far we still have to go, with an estimated cost of 1.96
lakh crore the government has successfully built 86 million toilets since 2014, reducing the
number of people who defecate openly from 550 million to fewer than 150 million in less
that 4 years, where almost 19 states/ UT, 423 districts and 4 lakh villages have been
declared open defecation free. Until 2014, only 39% of the population,after 67 long years
of Independence, had access to sanitized toilets and by 2018 we achieved the no-go target
of 85% people, uprearing their standard and way of living, showing remarkable progress
which is more than the progress we achieved in 67 long years of Independence, with all the
governments put together. Did you know that Railway Ministry of India has installed
1,25,000 bio toilets in railway coaches ? Clearly, the mission of clean India, has seen a
resounding success in the confines of open defecation free India, curating remarkable
history, being titled as the most successful Behavior Change Campaign by Val Curtis,
Director of London School of Hygiene. While one aspect of the abhiyan has achieved
soaring heights of success, there is yet another facet that we're only half way through.
Cleaning of 2500km long sacred River Ganges is an arduous task, that requires patience,
undeterred commitment and undue support of each an every Indian citizen. The
impeccable planning, massive technical expertise and immaculate execution has
undoubtedly made the humongous task of National Mission For Clean Ganga plausible
and practical, but we still have alot of ground left uncovered. We still have a long way to go
when it comes to cleaner streets, door to door waste collection, proper sewage treatment
and splintering the old aged taboos that shackle the country, but from where we started to
where we are today, | am empathetic of the fact that India will achieve the insurmountable
target of an absolutely clean and green Country. Though the mission might have slothed at
some places but the mass awarness created by its jangle has definitely exhorted the people
to tie their laces and work towards a cleaner and greener India rather than sitting and
grumbling about the Country's Forlorn conditions.At the end its not only for the
Government to pick up the broom and clean the streets, it is us,the responsible Indian
citizens who should comprehend thats it's not a marathon but a sprint. We should focus on
self-doing the task rather than being a silent spectator and blaming the government for
every mishap.So let's work together and help India restore its enormity and glory !
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