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Buddha delivered his first sermon at:
(A) Lumbini

(B) Bodh Gaya

(C) Sarnath

(D) Rajgir

The Shramanic movements of the
6th century BCE were primarily a
reaction against:

(A) The rise of Magadha as an
empire

(B) The Brahmanical social order
(©)
(D)

The popularity of Buddhism
The
commerce

The Buddhist doctrine that denies
the existence of a

decline of trade and

permanent,
unchanging soul is called:

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D) Brahmavihara

The first of the Four Noble Truths
(Arya Satya) states that:

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

Anekantavada
Anatmavada
Syadvada

Suffering can be overcome

The cause of suffering is desire
Life is full of suffering (Dukkha)
The path to end suffering is the
Eightfold Path

The symbol of the Lotus in Buddhism
is associated with the event of
Buddha's:

(A) Birth

(B) First Sermon

(C)
(D)

Renunciation
Death
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10.

Which of the following was a
of Mahavira and
Buddha, and the ruler of Magadha?
(A) Ashoka

(B) Bimbisara

(C) Harsha

(D) Kanishka

Who was the teacher of Gautama

contemporary

Buddha before his enlightenment?
(A) Sthulabahu

(B) Bhadrabahu

(C) Alara Kalama

(D) Parsvanatha

The influx of karmic matter into the
soul is known as:

(A) Samvara

(B) Nirjara

(C) Ashrava

(D) Moksha

Pudgala the

possesses sense

qualities of:
(A)
(B)

Only touch and taste

Sound, touch, color, taste, and
smell

(®
(D) Only color and smell
According to Jaina

Only sound and form

Philosophy,
liberation (Moksha) is the freedom
of the soul from:

(A) The cycle of birth and death

(Karma)

(B) The need for food
(9)
(D)

Social obligations
Physical pain only
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11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

Which of the following rulers is
associated with both the spread
of Buddhism and the concept of
Dhamma-Vijaya?

(A) Chandragupta Maurya

(B) Bindusara

(C) Ashoka

(D) Kanishka

The concept of Anekantvada is often
illustrated by the story of:

(A)
(B)
(®
(D)
The
which emerged later, is known for
its:
(A)
(B)

The blind men and the elephant
The snake and the rope

The chariot and the horse

The lotus and the mud
'Vajrayana' sect of Buddhism,

Simple ethical precepts
Use of mantras,
yogic practices

Rejection of all forms of worship

rituals, and

(©)
(D) Focus on Pali scriptures

Who authored "The History and
Culture of India"?

(A) J.L. Jaini

(B) R.C. Majumdar

(C) D.D. Kosambi

(D) Romila Thapar

In which century did the religious
conditions that led to the rise of
Jainism and Buddhism primarily take
shape?

(A) 3rd Century B.C.

(B) 4th Century B.C.

(C) 6th Century B.C.

(D) 7th Century B.C.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

The language of Hinayana Buddhist
scriptures is:

(A) Sanskrit

(B) Pali

(C) Prakrit

(D) Ardhamagadhi

The six orthodox (Astika) systems
of Indian philosophy accept the
authority of:

(A) The Buddha

(B) The Jina

(C) The Vedas

(D) The Ajivikas

The Chaitya at Karle and the Viharas
at Ajanta are examples of:

(A) Hindu temple architecture

(B) Jain monastic complexes

(C) Rock-cut Buddhist architecture
(D) Mauryan palace architecture
Which of the following Texts is a
sacred book of the Jains?

(A) Tripitaka

(B) Dhammapada

(C) Angas

(D) Jataka

The earliest Buddhist art (e.g., at
Sanchi and Bharhut) used symbols
to represent the Buddha. The lotus
symbolized his:

(A) Birth

(B) Renunciation

(C) First Sermon

(D) Mahaparinirvana

The Fourth Buddhist Council was
held at:

(A) Pataliputra

(B) Rajgir

(C) Kashmir

(D) Vaishali
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22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

The second Jain council was held at:
(A) Pataliputra

(B) Valabhi

(C) Mathura

(D) Shravanabelagola

The Jain practice of Sallekhana (or
Santhara) is:

(A) A form of worship

(B) A ritual bath

(C) A ritual of fasting unto death
(D) A type of meditation

Which event in Buddha's life is
symbolized by the Dharmachakra
(Wheel)?
(A) Birth

(B) Renunciation

(C) First Sermon

(D) Death

The Jain site of Shravanabelagola in

Karnataka is famous for the colossal

statue of:

(A) Mahavira

(B) Parshvanatha

(C) Bahubali

(D) Rishabhanatha

The heterodox systems (like

Buddhism and Jainism) are also

known as:

(A) Astika systems

(B) Shramanic systems

(C) Mimamsa systems

(D) Vedic systems

The five heterodox (Nastika) systems

of Indian philosophy include:

(A) Nyaya and Vaisheshika

(B) Samkhya and Yoga

(C) Jain, Buddhist, Ajivika, Ajnana,
and Charvaka

(D) Purva-Mimamsa and Vedanta
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

of Buddhism
Hinayana and Mahayana sects was

The division into
formalized in which council?

(A) First Buddhist Council

(B) Second Buddhist Council

(C) Third Buddhist Council

(D) Fourth Buddhist Council

The Bodhi tree at Bodh Gaya is
significant because:

(A)
(B)

Buddha was born there

Buddha gave his first sermon
there

Buddha attained enlightenment
there

()

The first Buddhist council was
held there

The Stupa at Sarnath marks the spot
where Buddha:

(A) Was born

(B) Attained enlightenment

(C) Delivered his first sermon

(D) Died
Jainism's

(D)

spread in Gujarat is
attributed to the influence of which
sect?

(A) Digambara

(B) Svetambara

(C) Terapanthi

(D) Sthanakvasi

The earliest Jain Council at Pataliputra
was held primarily to:

(A) Compile the 12 Angas
(B) Divide into Digambara
Svetambara

Translate Jain Texts into Sanskrit
Convert Chandragupta Maurya
to Jainism

and

(®)
(D)
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

The core of the Ajivika philosophy
was a belief in:

(A) Karma and free will

(B) Believes in Niyati

(C) The authority of the Vedas

(D) The worship of many gods

The Shramanic tradition's emphasis
on renunciation is best exemplified
by the term:

(A) Grihastha

(B) Parivrajaka

(C) Yajamana

(D) Purohita

Which doctrine is unique to Jainism
and not accepted by Buddhism?

(A) Ahimsa (Non-violence)

(B) The existence of a permanent
soul (Jiva)

(C) Rejection of Vedic rituals

(D) The concept of Nirvana/Moksha

Which of the following is a common

belief between Jainism and

Buddhism?

(A) Belief in a permanent soul
(Atman)

(B) Acceptance of the Vedas

(C) Belief in the theory of Karma
and Rebirth

(D) Belief in a creator God

The 'Milindapanho' (Questions of

Milinda) is a famous Buddhist text
that records a dialogue between the
Indo-Greek king Menander (Milinda)
and :

(A) Ashvaghosha

(B) Nagasena

(C) Nagarjuna

(D) Vasubandhu
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38.

39.

40.

41.

The concept of the Bodhisattva, an
enlightened being who delays their
own Nirvana to help others, is a
hallmark of:

(A) Theravada Buddhism

(B) Hinayana Buddhism

(©)
(D)
The
primarily convened to discuss:

(A)

Mahayana Buddhism
Early Buddhism
Second Buddhist Council was

The division into Hinayana and

Mahayana

(B) Ten disputed points of monastic
discipline

(C) The compilation of the
Abhidhamma Pitaka

(D) The patronage of Buddhism by

Ashoka
Nirvana, in Buddhism, is not a place
but a state of being that is:
(A)
(B)
(C)

Eternal bliss in heaven

Union with a supreme being
Free from suffering, desire, and
the cycle of rebirth

(D) Annihilation of the soul
Pratityasamutpada (Dependent
Origination) is often represented in
a cyclical chain of 12 links, beginning
with:
(A)
(B)

Birth (Jati)
Old Age and Death (Jara-
marana)
(©)
(D)

Ignorance (Avidya)
Desire (Trishna)
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42.

43.

44,

45.

The 'Four Noble Truths' (Arya Satya)
were first expounded by the Buddha
in which discourse?

(A)
(B)

The Mahaparinibbana Sutta
The Dhammacakkappavattana
Sutta

The Metta Sutta

The Kalama Sutta

(©)
(D)
The name

'Gautama' Buddha is

derived from:
(A)
(B)

His clan's name (Shakya)
The his
(Yashodhara)

name  of wife

(C) The name of his gotra (family
lineage)

(D) The place of his enlightenment
(Bodh Gaya)

The concept of Triratna (Three
Jewels) in Jainism includes Right
Faith, Right Knowledge, and:

(A) Right Meditation

(B) Right Conduct

(C) Right Speech

(D) Right Livelihood

The doctrine of Anekantavada is

practically applied through the
theory of:

(A) Syadvada

(B) Karma

(C) Ahimsa

(D) Triratna
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46.

47.

48.

Parshvanatha, the 23rd Tirthankara,
is associated with which four-fold
restraint (Chaturyama)?

(A) Non-violence, Truth, Non-
stealing, Non-possession

(B) Non-violence,  Truth, Non-
stealing, Celibacy

(C) Non-violence, Truth, Non-
stealing, Non-attachment to
possessions

(D) Non-violence,  Truth, Non-
stealing, Celibacy

The term 'Sarmanic' or 'Shramana’

literally means:

(A) One who follows the Vedas

(B) One who performs sacrifices

(C) An ascetic or labourer

(D) One who owns property

Who was the 24th Tirthankara of the

Jainas?

(A) Parsvanatha

(B) Rishabhanatha
(C) Mahavira

(D) Gautama Buddha

49. Both Mahavira and Buddha belonged
to the community.
(A) Kshatriya
(B) Brahmin
(C) Vaishya
(D) Shudra
50. Which of the following is a common
teaching of both Jainism and
Buddhism?
(A) Belief in a permanent soul
(B) Practice of Ahimsa (Non-
violence)
(C) Acceptance of the Vedas
(D) Belief in a creator God
A520805T/2026
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51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

The concept of Triratha (Three
Jewels) in  Buddhism
Buddha, Dhamma, and:
(A) Chaitya
(B) Stupa
(C) Sangha
(D) Vihara
Who was the founder of the Ajivika

includes

sect, another Shramana movement?
(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)

Who was the ruler of Magadha who

Purana Kassapa
Makkhali Gosala
Sanjaya Belatthiputta
Pakudha Kaccayana

became a great patron and follower
of Buddhism after the Kalinga War?
(A) Chandragupta Maurya

(B) Ashoka

(C) Bimbisara

(D) Ajatashatru

The entry of image worship and
tantric practices into Buddhism was
a feature of which sect?

(A) Hinayana

(B) Theravada

(C) Mahayana

(D) Early Buddhism

The term 'Jina' means:

(A) The Enlightened One

(B) The Conqueror (of self and
worldly passions)

The Great Teacher

The Priest

()
(D)
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56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

The Jataka tales are related to:
(A)
(B)
(C)

Jain Tirthankaras

Previous births of the Buddha
The Mahabharata war

(D) The life of Mahavira

The concept of 'Nirvana' is common
to both Jainism and Buddhism, but
in Buddhism it primarily means:

(A) The shedding of all
particles

karmic
(B) The extinction of desire, hatred,
and ignorance

(C)
(D) The worship of Tirthankaras
Which sect of Buddhism believed
in the concept of Bodhisattvas

Living a life of complete nudity

(enlightened beings who postpone
their own salvation to help others)?
(A)
(B)

Hinayana

Mahayana

(C) Both

(D) Neither

Which sect of Buddhism considered
the teachings of Buddha as a personal
example and did not believe in idol
worship?

(A) Mahayana

(B) Hinayana

(C) Vajrayana

(D) Tantrayana

Which of the following was a royal
patron of Jainism in South India?
(A) Ashoka

(B) Kanishka

(C) TheRashtrakutasand Chalukyas
(D) Harsha
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61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Which of the following is NOT one of
the Five Vows (Pancha Mahavrata)
of Jainism?

(A) Ahimsa (Non-violence)
(B) Satya (Truth)

(C) Asteya (Non-stealing)
(D) Dhyana (Meditation)

The Third Buddhist Council
patronized by:

(A) Ashoka

(B) Kanishka

(C) Harsha

(D) Bimbisara

Which of the following is part of the
Eightfold Path?

(A) Right Sacrifice

(B) Right Prayer

(C) Right Livelihood

(D) Right God

Buddha's path is called the 'Middle
Path' because it advocates:

was

(A) A balance between eating and

sleeping
(B) Avoiding extremes of
self-indulgence and self-

mortification

(C) A life between poverty and
riches

(D) A moderate approach to
violence

Pratityasamutpada is the Buddhist

doctrine of:

(A) Eternal soul

(B) Dependent Origination
(C) Creation by God

(D) Atomism
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66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

The Fourth Noble Truth (Marga)

prescribes:

(A) The path of severe asceticism

(B) The path of luxurious living

(C) The Eightfold Path (Ashtangika
Marga)

(D) The worship of multiple gods

In Jainism, the state of absolute

knowledge and infinite bliss, free

from all karma, is known as:

(A) Nirjara

(B) Moksha

(C) Ashrava

(D) Samvara

The first sermon of Buddha is known

as:

(A)

(B)

(©)

Mahaparinirvana

Mahabhinishkramana

Dharmachakra Pravartana
(Turning of the Wheel of Law)

(D) Diksha

The book 'An outline of Jainism' is

written by:

(A) R.C. Majumdar

(B) J.L. Jaini

(C) A.L. Basham

(D) D.D. Kosambi

Gautama Buddha attained

enlightenment at:
(A)
(B)
(9)
(D)

Sarnath
Bodh Gaya
Kushinagar

Kapilvastu
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71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

The 'Four Great Sights' (old man,

sick man, dead body, and an ascetic)

that led to Buddha's renunciation

were witnessed by him on which

occasion?

(A) His birth

(B) His first meditation

(C) His excursions outside
palace

the

(D) His marriage

The birth place of Gautama Buddha
is:
(A)
(B)

Bodh Gaya

Sarnath

(C) Lumbini

(D) Kushinagar

Gautama Buddha was born in which
clan?
(A)
(B)

Lichchhavi

Shakya

(C) Maurya

(D) Gupta

In Jainism, the principle of non-
attachment to worldly possessions is
called:

(A) Ahimsa

(B) Satya

(C) Aparigraha

(D) Brahmacharya

Which of the following is NOT part
of the Triratna (Three Jewels) in
Jainism?

(A) Right Faith (Samyak Darshana)
(B) Right Knowledge (Samyak
Jnana)
(C) Right Conduct (Samyak
Charitra)
(D) Right Sacrifice (Samyak Yajna)
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76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

The ultimate goal in Jainism is:

(A) Swarga (Heaven)

(B) Dharmachakra Pravartan

(C) Moksha or Nirvana

(D) Union with a creator God

'Syadvada' is a doctrine related to:

(A) The theory of atom

(B) The theory of
predication

(C) The method of fasting

(D) The creation of the universe

The Jain doctrine of 'Anekantavada’

emphasizes:

(A) The non-existence of God

(B) The importance of animal
sacrifice

(C) The nature of reality and truth

(D) The path of extreme asceticism

The gradual shedding of existing

karma to achieve liberation is known

as:

(A) Ashrava

(B) Samvara

(C) Bandha

(D) Nirjara

The stoppage of the influx of new

karma is called:

(A) Bandha

(B) Nirjara

(C) Samvara

(D) Ashrava

According to Jainism, the soul is

bound by karmic matter. This state

is known as:

(A) Nirjara

(B) Bandha

(C) Moksha

(D) Samvara

conditional
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82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

Which of the following is not included
in 'Ajiva' in Jainism ?

(A) Pudgala (Matter)

(B) Dharma (Medium of motion)
(C)
(D)
The
around the 4th century B.C. led to:
(A)
(B)

Adharma (Medium of rest)
Kevala Jnana (Omniscience)
famine in the Ganges valley

The decline of Jainism

The migration of Jain monks-
Bhadrabahu to South

(C) The immediate conversion of all
Jains to Buddhism

The building of the first Jain
temples

What
mean?
(A) White-clad

(B) Sky-clad (naked)
(C) Earth-clad

(D) Forest-dweller
Which
center for the spread of Jainism?
(A)
(B)
(9)
(D)

A famous center of Jainism in South

(D)

does 'Digambara' literally

region was NOT a major

Gujarat
Deccan
South India
Punjab

India, associated with Bhadrabahu
and Chandragupta Maurya, is:

(A)
(B)
(9)
(D)

Madurai
Kanchipuram
Shravanabelagola
Hampi
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88.

89.

90.

91.

The final compilation of Jain literature
(Twelve Angas) was completed at
which council?

(A)
(B)
(®)
(D)

The first Jain Council was convened

First Jain Council at Pataliputra
Second Jain Council at Valabhi
Fourth Buddhist Council

Council of Vaishali

at Pataliputra by:

(A) Bhadrabahu

(B) Sthulabahu

(C) Chandragupta Maurya

(D) Kanishka

Which sect of Jainism believes that
women cannot achieve liberation
without being reborn as a man?

(A)
(B)
(©)
(D)
The

Digambara and Svetambara sects

Svetambara

Digambara

Both

Neither
division of Jainism into

was mainly due to differences over:

(A) The concept of God

(B) The practice of Ahimsa

(C) The code of conduct for monks,

(D) The language of scriptures
The Tripitakas (Three Baskets) are

the sacred texts of:
(A) Jainism

(B) Buddhism
(C) Hinduism

(D) Sikhism
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92.

93.

94,

95.

96.

What was the original name of

Mahavira?

(A) Siddhartha

(B) Vardhamana

(C) Gautama

(D) Rahul

Who was the 23rd Tirthankara of

Jainism?

(A) Rishabhanatha

(B) Mahavira

(C) Parsvanatha

(D) Neminatha

Which concept was common to both

Shramanic and Brahmanic traditions,

referring to moral duty and social

order?

(A) Artha

(B) Kama

(C) Dharma

(D) Moksha

The Shramanic traditions generally
the authority of the Vedas.

(A) Accepted

(B) Rejected

(C) Translated

(D) Worshipped

The place where Mahavira is said to

have attained Moksha (died) is:

(A) Lumbini

(B) Pavapuri

(C) Kushinagar

(D) Rajgir
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97.

98.

99.

100. What does the term

What was the
common

language of the
by the
Shramanic teachers to spread their

people used
message?

(A) Sanskrit

(B) Pali and Prakrit

(C) Persian

(D) Urdu

The 6th Century B.C.
considered a turning point in Indian

is often

history because:

(A) It marked the end of the
Mauryan Empire

(B) The birth of several new
religious movements.

(C) The Aryans first arrived in India

(D) The Gupta Empire was
established

Which of the following is NOT a
Shramanic tradition?

(A) Buddhism

(B) Jainism

(C) Ajivika

(D) Mimansa

'Sarmanic’
(Shramanic) tradition refer to?

(A) Traditions that accept the
authority of the Vedas

(B) Traditions that involve
renunciation and asceticism,
seeking liberation from worldly
life

(C) Traditions that focus solely on
animal sacrifices

(D) Traditions that worship a single
creator God
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Each question carries equal marks. Marks
will be awarded according to the number
of correct answers you have.

All answers are to be given on OMR Answer
Sheet only. Answers given anywhere other
than the place specified in the answer
sheet will not be considered valid.

Before writing anything on the OMR
Answer Sheet, all the instructions given in
it should be read carefully.

After the completion of the examination
candidates should leave the examination
hall only after providing their OMR Answer
Sheet to the invigilator. Candidate can
carry their Question Booklet.

There will be no negative marking.
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blank pages provided for the purpose in
the booklet.
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